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We have designed these lesson plans so that, if you wish, you can have the plan in front of you as
you teach, rather than a copy of the book. Each page of the book is illustrated in the plans together
with some suggestions for teaching. These have been divided into questions and discussion that you
may have before the children read the book and after the children have completed the reading. Some
of you may prefer to explore the meaning and the language in more detail before the children read.
Your decisions will depend on the gap between the children’s current knowledge and the content,

vocabulary, and language of the book they are about to read. Remember that the more information

the children have up front, the easier it will be for them to read the text. However, this does not

mean that you should read the text to them first.

We have addressed four areas that we think are important in developing good readers. As well as
comprehension and decoding, we have addressed the issue of children being able to analyse and
use the texts they read. The symbols below guide you to the type of question or discussion.

This symbol relates to comprehension
(meaning maker)

This symbol relates to decoding
(code breaker)

This symbol relates to critical analysis
(text critic or analyser)

This symbol relates to use
(text user)

OIOXC,

Ask the children to describe the
front cover and title page. Have the
children ever been on a fun run?
What was it like? Was it for charity?

The Big Fun Run

& Written by T K Diamond A

Tlustrated by Kelvin Hawley

Ask the children to predict what
might happen in this story. Talk to the
children about how we prepare for a
fun run, for example, by training.

Discuss the work the
illustrator and writer do. Ask
the children if they enjoy
writing and illustrating stories.

The Big Fun Run

Written by T K Diamond
Tlustrated by Kelvin Hawley

Encourage the children to think
about their reading. Discuss the
strategies they use to decode an
unfamiliar word.




Ask the children who these characters
might be. Discuss the things they like, by
noting the things in their bedroom. Then
talk about what might be happening.

I jumped out of bed. .

“Today is the day,” I said. E
“The day I beat you in the fun run,” : gt &
Joy sid. - * e -
7 =
“You vill not” I scid. _
I

Ask the children to find the word run and
point to it. Have them spell it without
looking at the text. Find the word with the
vowel digraph oy — Joy. Have them think of
other words with the same sound.

Ask the children to work out which
character is Joy from the clues in the
text. Why is Joy’s sister so excited
about the fun run?

Can the children think of
some text for this picture?
Encourage the children to
use vocabulary and style
similar to that of the author.

Ask the children to cover
the text and tell you what is
happening in this kitchen.
What might everyone be
talking about?

| o
“Come and have your breakfast!” f _l e —— __'_ -
shouted Dad. b ;| L iy
“You will need it today!” e .= ﬂ k
= | g
“You will run faster if you eat :_._‘ '1_' b il
our breakfast!” said Mum. i o
4 L A |
i e o )
“You will run further if you eat -| | o iy Sl
your breakfast!” said Dad. . T Sy e
' P ' M
L X e )
So we ate all our breakfast. T e
\
—_— a¥ ‘ww
—————————— s -
e | R

Ask the children to find the word if.
Have them place it in sentences of
their own to clarify meaning and use.
Ask the children to find the ou word
— shouted. List other similar words.

Ask the children what Mum and
Dad advised the girls to do. Talk
about how food helps us build up
energy for activities. What else
do people need to be healthy?
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Ask the children to predict who is going
to win this race. Discuss what the
characters might be talking and thinking
about. What do the children think about
when they are about to start a race?

mm We parked the car on May Street.  mmmmm “You should warm up,” said Dad. -
Then we went down to the start line. “You will run faster
We saw the people in our team. if you warm up!”
We saw their bright T-shirts.
Our family joined us. “You will run further
We waited and wated, if you  wam upl? said Mum.
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Ask the children what Dad thinks the
team should do before they begin.
Why are warm-ups important before
starting a race? What might happen
if runners do not warm up?

Ask the children to find the word people. Can
they spell it without looking at the text? Ask them
to find a word with the vowel digraph ai — waited.
Review the functions of the punctuation. Which
punctuation do the children use in their writing?

Ask the children to cover the text and tell
you what they can see in the picture. How
many people do they think are taking part
in this race? Is the race in a city or the
countryside? What clues tell us this?

Ask the children to predict what
the text might say. Encourage
them to use examples similar to
the author’s style and vocabulary.

mm | heard a voice boom mmmm “See you at the finish line”

-
over a loudspeaker, I called to Joy.
“Let's start now.
On your marks...get set..GOI” “I'l be waiting for you,”
What a noise! Joy called back.

Ask the children what Joy and her sister Ask the children to find the contraction
said to each other. Discuss the clues in Let’s and place it in their own sentences to
the text that tell us what people have said clarify meaning. What words are used to

— talk about the purpose of the speech make this contraction?

marks, to indicate direct speech.




Have the children cover the text and
tell you what the expressions on the
characters’ faces tell us about them.
What kinds of expressions do most

runners have when they’re running?

mm A lot of people
were running near me.
Nan was pushing Troy
in the stroller.
Aunty Jools and Aunty Carly
were walking near them.

Ask the children which characters
started to walk and which ones were
running. Use the clues in the picture
and the text. What was Nan doing?

to different words.
\ Y.

Ask the children to predict what
the text might say. Encourage
them to use examples similar to

the author’s style and vocabulary.

mmmm Joy and Dad were before me.
I tried fo stay with them.
Then they got tired.
So they started to walk.
Uncle Rory and Uncle Mark

were racing.
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Ask the children to find the ing words
— running, pushing, walking, and racing.
Compare them to their root words.

Discuss the different rules for adding ing

What is happening in this picture? Can the
children work out who is going to win this
race? Is winning the main thing about racing?
What is the best thing about sports?

There was a lot of noise

from the crowd.

“Come on, Mum! Lets pass them!”
I shouted.

We ran and ran.

I looked behind.

I could not see Joy.

“My feet are sore” I scid to Mum.
“I can't run”

What does the girl shout to her Mum?
What problem is the girl having? What
are some of the problems we can have
when we’re running and how can we
avoid injuries?

Have the children find the word
noise and identify the vowel
diphthong - oi. List other words with
the same sound. Have the children
find the contraction can't.
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Ask the children to tell you
what they think of this story
so far and why. Do they think
the author has come up with
a good idea for a story?

Ask the children what is
happening now. Why do they
think people are walking now?
Can the children predict who
is going to win the race?

We stopped running o

and started to walk. W

I looked behind again. J |

Joy and Dad were far back, %.- T
but they were catching up. s e

Joy could beat me | | Fagt ]
if T didnt run now, _.!F ?’?:w CELL
but the pain in my feet e ul 8 ¥ 1
was very bad. ol L -
Nan came up behind us R = 1] = _'_{' r
with Troy’s stroller. ::_':_ A 1k % H\: g;.-i_.'-?'.
Troy was in his backpack. H‘—:\.— L -_."',‘ Ak ‘_:?. I& .i-ﬂl
He was on Aunty Carly’s back. PUREC TR - _.IL e
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Ask the children to identify the
r-controlled vowels in the words
started and Carly’s. Have the
children identify the contraction
didn’t and the words it replaces.

Ask the children what is happening in this
picture. Discuss some of the benefits of a fun
run — that participation in sport encourages
fair play, friendliness, support of one another,
and most of all, fun.

“Why don't you sit in the stroller?”
said Nan.

I starfed to smile.
Nan could win the race!

Ask the children to name all
the kinds of punctuation and
their functions.

Ask the children what they liked
most about this book. Would they
recommend it to their friends?




15 a The Big Fun Run Name

List the ou and oi words.

ou ol

Write the two words that make the contractions.
it’s

there’s

can’t
don’t
Il

Write three sentences with contractions.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



15 a The Big Fun Run Name

Unjumble the words.

nsioe

nur

nuf

sterfa

wiat

Write two things we need to do

before going on a fun run.

Use a sheet of paper. Draw Nan

pushing the stroller and winning the race.

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.



